
This past weekend Ellie and Katie Hanson competed in the 
National Hampshire Sheep Show held at the North American 
International Livestock Exposition (NAILE) in Louisville, 
Kentucky. The North American International Livestock 
Exposition (NAILE) is the world's largest all-breed, purebred 
livestock exposition. Ten different species of livestock 
compete in the exposition, and the purebred beef and sheep 
events are the largest in the world.  Ellie and Katie exhibited 
three of their Hampshire ewes in both the National Junior and 
National Adult Open show competition.  2011 was a record 
setting year for entries at the NAILE over 70,000 entries in all 
species and commodities, over 5400 sheep entries in total: 

1706 junior breeding sheep, 1300 junior market lambs, and 2300 open breeding sheep.    
 
And what a weekend!  Ellie placed second in her age group in both showmanship and lead line. Katie placed 
sixth in her age group for showmanship.  Their yearling ewe, Aurora, won all her competitions in the adult 
show and their ewe lambs were second and fifth in the open show competition.  But most impressive, Ellie and 
Katie's yearling ewe, Aurora, was selected as the 2011 Reserve Grand Champion Hampshire Ewe for the 
Hampshire breed.  Ellie and Katie have exhibited their sheep all over Oregon this past summer.  Competing in 
Louisville is the culmination of a year of hard work and practice to prepare their sheep for this big event. 
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